
Featured Writer Interview with Kelly Quinlan 
 
Kelly Quinlan lives in Portland where she loves 
to write fiction and non-fiction. She enjoys 
reading middle-grade books because they are 
fun to read and loves to learn how to cook food. 
This past fall Kelly participated in our creative 
writing workshop with On-the-Move 
Community Integration, a small nonprofit 
supporting adults living with developmental 
disabilities. 

 
 

Excerpt from “From the Eyes of Superman…the Cat” by Kelly Quinlan 
 
I am a full black cat named after a superhero named Superman. I think this superhero saves the world 
from danger, I think. I don’t model myself after that. I don’t even have a red cape on me. My main focus 
is making sure that I get fed, loved, and a soft place to sleep. I will make sure the mistress doesn’t forget 
to feed me. When it comes to wanting attention, I will sprawl myself out right in front of her.  
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Interview with Featured Writer Kelly Quinlan 
Interviewed by Neil Aitken, Write Around Portland volunteer facilitator. 
 
How did you first hear about Write Around Portland? 
 
A couple of years ago when I was at On-the-Move. I was on that day getting ready to go home and there 
was this big box of books that said Write Around Portland. And some of my friends were saying, “Oh 
yeah, you can get your stories published.” [I said], “Hey, I want to join! When does this start? When can I 
do this?”  
 
And so a couple of years later, here I am. You know, I got one of my stories published called “From the 
Eyes of Superman...the Cat.” 
 
So in addition to wanting to get published, what were some of the other reasons that drew you to 
being in the workshop? 
 
The group. The people in the group I knew. I also wanted to hear their stories too.  
 



Once you got into the workshop, what was your experience like? 
 
Very interesting—learning how to write [in response to] prompts. I never really understood [what] that 
meant until I joined and actually started to learn how to do that. 
 
Did you have particular things that you like about being in workshop? 
 
That would be just writing. That’s what I liked about it. I love writing. I spend long hours just writing and 
looking things up and stuff like that.  
 
Before you were in workshop had you done something similar, or had you been mostly writing on 
your own? 
 
Writing on my own, actually, and putting a book together for my dad.  
 
Oh? 
 
Because he really likes my stories, so I would write stories. I wrote a story about his banjo that he used 
to have for a very long time, and he just…he loves that thing. And so I was like, “Hey Dad, I’m writing 
about this. Give me some detail!” And he did. And with Mom…with also Mom’s help. And so I sent it to 
him and he’s like, “Aw, thank you!” 
 
What did you feel were the big differences once you were writing in the workshop environment 
instead of just writing for yourself or your family? 
 
It was really interesting—knowing that there is a community out there that does that for people. I 
decided that it was really unique to come here and have that experience. And knowing what the actual 
word “anthology” actually means because I never really understood what that meant. 
 
How did you feel once you had something published in a book, in an anthology? 
 
Well, I just felt like that was a dream come true because I’ve always wanted to have something 
published. I’m just going to give myself a pat on the back [for] coming here and learning what a writing 
workshop is like. I’m going to be coming back next year. 
 
So your story gets published in the anthology and you got the opportunity to read as well for the 
anthology release party. Could you tell me a little more about that? How did it feel to be up there, 
reading your work, sharing it with this large crowd? 
 
That was really nerve-wracking. I really wasn’t quite sure if my voice was going to come out strong 
enough or if I…or making sure if I made it interesting. 
 
Did you enjoy the experience, despite it being nerve-wracking? 
 
I was actually proud of myself after I got that done. 
 
Would you do it again? 
 



Maybe (laughter). 
 
How did you feel about writing and sharing work with other people, especially in the workshop 
environment? 
 
Oh, now that was fun! I really enjoyed that, just hearing everyone’s stories. That also gave me the 
opportunity to get to know that person too. Even though the group had people that I’d see on Tuesdays, 
some of the people…[it was] just really unique to see and hear everyone’s stories and how they look at 
some of the questions, some of the prompts.  
 
Did it change the way you thought about writing? 
 
Yeah, actually. There are multiple ways you can look at a prompt and actually decipher it. I really liked 
that. It was one of the things that I really enjoyed. 
 
So what were some of the other specific things you felt you got out of workshop? 
 
I think one of them would be focus—focus on the prompts. Trying to figure out how you’re going to 
write, what the prompt means to you. That is the one thing I could say.  
 
What was your favorite part about being in the workshop? 
 
My favorite part about being in the workshop was hearing everybody read their work. I really enjoyed 
that. 
 
Are there specific things about the workshop you would recommend to someone else?  
 
I would definitely recommend Write Around Portland because it helps with staying focused. You hear 
other people’s work and you socialize with other people who care about writing. That’s what I’ve always 
liked about it. 
 
So what’s next for you? 
 
There’s a couple of stories I’d like to do actually—the story about my dad’s banjo...the other one would 
be a story about my sister’s cat that she got during 1987 or '86. Those were a couple of stories I was 
thinking about. There’s a big list. I really like my stories. My mom is proud of me that I went up and 
talked, read my story aloud at the front and got that story published. 
 
What would you say are some of your favorite things about being published in the anthology? 
 
I really like the fact that I have something that is in a book. Because I have always dreamed about my 
stories getting published. My writing has improved over the years. This is a great opportunity. 
 
 
 
 


